Availability Digest Examines Rules of Availability
This month’s Availability Digest introduces Part 2 of its Rules of Availability, a study of the common principles incorporated by today’s high-availability techniques.  Predominant among those techniques are lockstepped processors, checkpointed or persistent processes, clusters, and active/active systems.  The rules discussed are those most applicable as best practices used to achieve continuous uptime.  
Also in the Digest are reviews of solidDB, a five 9s memory-resident database, and Breaking the Availability Barrier, a three-volume set of books that focus on achieving continuous availability via active/active systems.  The Digest’s “Calculating Availability” article considers the impact on system availability of nonsymmetrical failover times, failover faults, and dual-node failures.  
Digest editor Dr. Bill Highleyman will present a full-day, pre-conference seminar on “Active/Active Systems: Theory and Practice” at the upcoming ITUG Summit in Las Vegas, Nevada, USA.  The seminar will be held on Monday, June 16th.  Visit www.itug.org to register.
The Digest is free online and focuses on continuous processing architectures, with particular attention given to active/active technology. Issues of the Digest feature articles such topics as Case Studies, Never Again, Best Practices, Availability Topics, Recommended Reading, Product Reviews, and The Geek Corner.  www.availabilitydigest.com  
